BETTER TOGETHER COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 2011

MINUTES

Attending: Jen Doris, Shannon Robinson-Beland, Alan Robichaud

1. Review Action Team Reports and Letter Writers for Community Commentaries 

The request to action team members to submit their plans and designate a reporter who will send in a letter or commentary seemed to work well. We have a schedule of letters expected over the next month. Team members were requested to send them to Shannon, Karen or Alan who will, once received, proceed to placing them in local media outlets. Copies of all Action Team plans and letters should also be sent to Alan who will see that they are given to Kevin Conway for placement on the Better Together web page if appropriate.

The following schedule of expected letters is as follows:


Week of February 6 – HEAL (Tammy Levesque); and Project Help (Paula Gile)

Week of February 14 – Project Help (Paula Gile)


Week of February 21 – Mentoring (Jim McCollum and Alana Persson)* – Media Release


Week of February 28 – School Readiness (Shannon Robinson –Beland)*


Week of March 7 – New American Center (Martha Kruse) 

No date was given for a letter by the Neighbor to Neighbor Action Team
· Where action plans were not specific in identifying authors of letters, key people based on those in attendance 
at the 1/27/11 Better Together meeting were designated, for purposes of follow-up.
Alan will forward a summary of the 1/27/11 meeting to Kevin Conway for posting to the web page. 

2. Cabin Fever Festival – Update and Public Relations

While there are loose ends, things seem to be progressing well for the festival. The committee expressed concern that they have not heard of how ticket sales are going and feel that more publicity needs to be done. Posters have been given to Belknap County Youth Services for broad community distribution. Tammy Levesque and John Moriarty have gone on Pat Kelly’s morning show. Kevin Conway has posted the event on the Upstreamer and John Moriarty is spearheading other promotional efforts. We will see what other efforts can be performed to boost the sale of tickets. 

3. Other Business

A. Media Contacts ~ Jen Doris is in the process of preparing a comprehensive media contact list for Better Together use. The list includes radio and print media and we should also gather public access TV contacts throughout the region as well. Nice job Jen! This will be a helpful resource to us all!
B. Project Help ~ We discussed the prospect of having Project Help highlighted on Living United, the Lakes Region United Way’s Public Access show. Alan will follow-up with Judi Taggart, Paula Gile and John Walker.

C. Monthly announcements ~ Shannon will continue to see that a monthly meeting announcement goes out through Constant Contact and will update the information on the LRPA-TV Better Together Power Point Slide now that meetings will be regularly held at the Laconia Middle School.

Next Meeting 

Friday, March 4, 2011




10:30 AM to 11:30 AM




Lakes Region United Way 

Respectfully,

Alan Robichaud

