UNITED WAY INCOME INITIATIVE
RELEVANT DEMOGRAPHIC DATA FOR BELKNAP COUNTY

UPDATED AUGUST 2011

Population: The US Census estimates that in 2010, the population of Belknap County, NH was 60,088.  Of that population 95.8% are white, not Hispanic.  Only 4.7% of the population has limited English proficiency.  Belknap County has been experiencing moderate population growth along with an aging of its population; However, population growth is slowing.  From 1990 to 2000, the county population grew by 14%.  From 2000 to 2010, the county population grew by only 6.7% from 56,325 to 60,088.
  11.3% of the population has a disability.
   

Jobs, Job Growth, and Wage Levels:  
Belknap County’s economy has been dominated by the service and retail sectors.  This is expected to continue in the coming years. Jobs had been predicted to grow 13.9% between 2004 and 2014.
  That number has been reduced to 7.2% between 2008 and 2018.
  Employment growth projections anticipate the largest increases in the retail, restaurant, hospitality, education and health care sectors.  Belknap County is predicted to continue losing high paying manufacturing jobs which have been declining since 2000.  As clearly illustrated on the charts below, 4 of the top 5 occupations offering the most jobs and 3 of the top 5 occupations with the greatest predicted job growth pay substantially less than the Belknap County Housing Wage of $18.42/hour (the wage needed to afford the median priced two bedroom apartment) and make homeownership very challenging or out of reach for people working in those jobs.  The minimum wage in NH is $7.25 per hour; thus, 2.54 minimum wage jobs are required to afford a  median priced 2-bedroom apartment.

Belknap County: Top 5 Occupations with Greatest Job Growth 
                              Projected 2008-2018

	Occupation
	Average Hourly Wage 2008
	2008 Jobs
	2016 
Projected Jobs
	Increase

	Health Diagnosis & Treating Professionals 
	$31.26
	979
	1,232
	253

	Food/Beverage Serving Workers
	$9.53
	1,590
	1,806
	216

	Personal Care/Service Workers
	$10.68
	592
	745
	153

	Retail Salespersons
	$12.38
	2,725
	2,877
	152

	Teachers
	$49,799/Yr.
	933
	1,076
	143


Source: NH Employment Security, “Occupational Projections by County 2008-2018”  
             NH Employment Security, “Job Outlook & Locator, Occupations by Industry 2008-2018”     

Belknap County:   Top 5 Occupations by Number of Jobs

	Occupation
	Average Hourly Wage 2008
	2008 Jobs

	Retail Salespersons
	$12.38
	2,725

	Food/Beverage Serving Workers
	$9.53
	1,590

	Other Management Occupations 
	$49.91
	1,309

	Information and Record Clerks
	$12.44
	1,086

	Motor Vehicle Operators
	$10.96
	1,006


Source: NH Employment Security, “Occupational Projections by County 2008-2018”  
             NH Employment Security, “Job Outlook & Locator, Occupations by Industry 2008-2018”     

Incomes:  Belknap County income data confirm the predominance of low and moderate income households. In 2009, the median income for households in Belknap County was $54,565;  45.1% of Belknap County households earned less than $50,000 per year; 66.6% earn less than 75,000 per year.
  The county median income for households of $54,565 is fairly close to 250% of the poverty rate for a family of 4, which is $55,875. 
	Income & Benefits (In 2009 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)

	
	Belknap County # Households
	NH

#Households
	Belknap County

% Households
	NH

% Households

	Less than $10,000
	1,147
	23,627
	4.8
	4.7

	$10,000 to $14,999
	1,165
	20,208
	4.9
	4.0

	$15,000 to $24,999
	2,311
	41,574
	9.7
	8.3

	$25,000 to $34,999
	2,343
	44,160
	9.8
	8.8

	$35,000 to $49,999
	3,809
	67,347
	15.9
	13.4

	$50,000 to $74,999
	5,144
	100,096
	21.5
	19.9

	$75,000 to $99,999
	3,337
	76,318
	13.9
	15.2

	$100,000 to $149,999
	3,071
	80,093
	12.8
	15.9

	$150,000 to $199,999
	820
	27,428
	3.4
	5.5

	$200,000 or more
	782
	21,350
	3.3
	4.3

	Median HH Income $
	$54,565
	$63,033
	-
	-

	Mean HH Income $
	$69,624
	$78,208
	-
	-


Source:  US Census Bureau 2005-2009 American Community Survey
Poverty:  The federal poverty level for a family of 4 is $22,350.  NH has the lowest poverty rate in the nation;  9.1% of all people in Belknap County and 5.4% of all families in Belknap County live below the poverty level.

	Percentage of Families & People Whose Inc. in Last 12 Mo. Was Below Poverty Level

	
	Belknap County%
	New

Hampshire%

	All Families
	5.4
	5.0

	Families w/Related Children Under 18 Years
	9.2
	8.1

	Families w/Children Under 5 Years Only
	5.5
	10.6

	Married Couple Families
	2.2
	2.0

	Married Couple Families w/Children Under 18 Years
	2.9
	2.1

	Married Couple Families w/Children Under 5 Only
	3.2
	1.8

	Female Head of Household
	19.3
	21.4

	Female Head of Household w/Children Under 18 Years
	26.1
	28.5

	Female Head of Household w/Children Under 5 Only
	19.5
	48.7

	
	
	

	All People
	9.1
	7.7

	Under 18 Years
	10.8
	9.5

	18 Years and Over
	8.7
	7.2

	18 to 64 Years
	7.7
	7.2

	65 Years and Over
	12.5
	7.5 


Source:  US Census Bureau 2005-2009 American Community Survey
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Unemployment:  NH and Belknap County have suffered less unemployment and less growth in unemployment than other parts of the country. Unemployment has stabilized since 2009; however, it remains at a seven year high. 
   

Unemployment Rate in Belknap County:

	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	3.4%
	3.3%
	3.8%
	3.6%
	4.1%
	6.7%
	6.7%


Foreclosures:  Like much of the nation, NH has been suffering an increase in foreclosures. Although, the situation has not been as severe in NH as in many places, it has still had a negative impact.  

Between 2005 and 2008, the number of foreclosure deeds recorded annually in Belknap County doubled, or more than doubled, each year.  When in 2009, the rate rose only 4.3% from the previous year, forecasters thought we were nearing the end of the crisis.  However, foreclosures in 2010 increased 3.7% from 2009.  When comparing January to June of 2010 to January to June of 2011, foreclosures are down 10.5%.  

 Belknap County Foreclosure Deeds 2004- June 2011
	Year
	Belknap County
	Yr. to Yr. Change %
	% of Statewide

Total
	Statewide

In NH

	2004
	23
	-
	5.7%
	401

	2005
	26
	13.0%
	5.8%
	448

	2006
	50
	92.3%
	4.7%
	1,057

	2007
	114
	128%
	5.5%
	2,071

	2008
	230
	101.8%
	6.5%
	3,563

	2009 
	240
	4.3%
	6.9%
	3,467

	2010
	249
	3.7%
	6.3%
	3,953

	2010-Jan-June
	162
	30%
	6.4%
	2,534

	2011-Jan-June
	145
	(-10.5%)
	6.9%
	2,100


Source:  NHHFA, data compiled by Real Data Corp.

Rent Trends:  Between 2001 and 2008, rents rose rapidly in Belknap County climbing from a median rent for a two-bedroom unit of $628 to $927 in seven years. 
   During that period, renters faced growing market pressures.  Although rents leveled out between 2008 and 2009, they have begun to rise and remain unaffordable for low and moderate income families.  The National Low-Income Housing Coalition ranks New Hampshire the 10th least-affordable state in the nation for rental housing. 
  

Belknap County: Rent Trends 1993 to 2011
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Source:  NH Housing Finance Authority, “2011 Residential Rent Cost Survey”

There are at least two reasons that rents have not declined. First, the flow of households out of rental housing and into ownership has slowed. This is due to wage and job loss, tighter mortgage lending practices, and a lack of confidence in the job and real estate market on the part of potential buyer households. Second, home foreclosures (roughly 7,000 over the past two years) have forced some former owners back into the rental market. 

Unfortunately, while rents have not decreased over the past year, the wage and job loss that is seen as the cause of many foreclosures is also present in renter households. This situation makes rental affordability a more serious problem especially for households earning 50% or less of the Median Family Income. Based on the current economic climate, the number of those households has probably increased.

Rent/Income Relationship throughout Belknap County 
Based on the NH Housing Finance Authority 2011 Rent Survey, a housing wage of $18.42 per hour is needed to afford the median rent of $958 for a 2-bedroom apartment in Belknap County (2.54 times the NH minimum wage).

According to the Lakes Region Planning Commission’s 2010 Housing Needs Assessment, nearly 43% of renters are estimated to have gross rental costs equivalent to 30% or more of their income (30% is considered affordable).  36% spend 35% or more on housing, and 22% spent 50% or more.  The same study estimated that 66% of renters earn less than 80% of area median income; 55% earn less than 60%; 48% earn less than 50%, and 38% earn less than 40%.

Homelessness:  In State Fiscal Year 2010, a total of 4,681 persons were sheltered in NH.  This number has been decreasing yearly since Fiscal Year 2006, which it was 6,435.  However, there was a marked increase of 12% in the number of homeless families, which rose from 595 to 670.  Of the 4,956 persons sheltered 840 or 17% were children.  The numbers of NH school students in homeless situations continue to rise. In State FY 2009-2010, 2,573 students were identified as homeless.  A total of 255,193 bed nights were provided.  The average length of stay remained fairly constant from FY 2004 to FY 2009, but increased by 5 days from FY 2009 to FY 2010.

NH Homeless Shelter Statistics:

	
	SFY 04’
	SFY O5’
	SFY 06’
	SFY 07’
	SFY 08’
	SFY 09’
	SFY 10’

	Total Persons Sheltered
	6,672
	6,249
	6,435
	5,721
	5,209
	4,956
	4,681

	Total Bed Nights Provided
	302,822
	300,159
	275,460
	263,168
	263,193
	251,046
	255,193

	Average Length of Stay (Days)
	49.72
	48.00
	42.80
	47.90
	50.53
	50.65
	55.52


   Source:  NH Dept. of Health & Human Services, Bureau of Homeless & Housing, “Homeless in 
                 NH,  July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010”

Number of Children Living in Homeless
 Situations Reported by Schools
	SFY 06-07
	SFY 07-08
	SFY 08-09
	SFY 09-10

	1,438
	2,087
	2,130
	2,573


Source:  NH Dept. of Health & Human Services, 
Bureau of Homeless & Housing
In addition to those people who meet the state definition of homelessness, NH’s  annual Point-in-Time count of the homeless found that on any given night there are more than 500 hidden homeless, who are couch surfing, temporarily doubled up, living precariously in overcrowded or unsafe conditions, and unable to afford safe affordable housing of their own.   In The number of homeless families is on the rise.  The majority of these, however, are the hidden homeless.  
Carey House Bed Nights 
- WAITING FOR INFO FROM SUSAN




	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	6,925
	8,857
	
	


This year, the Carey House was able to provide emergency shelter for 39 children under 18, 24 parents of families, 151 single persons, and 9 veterans.
New Beginnings Domestic Violence Shelter

	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Bed Nights
	889
	1,011
	2,231
	748
Closed 8 Wks for Renovations

	# Individuals Served-Shelter
	57
	26
	16
	22

	Crisis Counseling/Court Advocacy 

#Individuals Served
	
	
	
	783

(7,172 points of contact)

	Education/Outreach

#Individuals Served
	
	
	
	2731

(9,903 points of contact)

	# of Support Groups Conducted
	
	
	
	207


Bankruptcies:  The bankruptcy rate in Belknap County has been increasing steadily since 2006 when the rate was 1.44 bankruptcies per 1,000 population.  Belknap County had the highest number of bankruptcies per 1000 population of all NH Counties in 2008.

Bankruptcies per 1,000 Population in Belknap County:     
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	1.44
	2.47
	3.04
	5.0
	5.4


Number of Bankruptcies in Belknap County
:

	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	-
	159
	212
	300
	324


Evictions: 
 






      
Eviction cases handled by Laconia District Court

       
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	341
	416
	376
	439


FANF Caseload:

A comparison of 2008 to 2009 shows an increase of about 70-100 cases per month beginning in April 2009 and continuing through June 2011.  (Note:  cases cross from month to month, so you cannot add for a total of unduplicated cases handled using this data provided.)
	Month/Year
	Total Cases
	Month/Year
	Total Cases
	Month/Year
	Total Cases

	Oct. 2008
	432
	Oct. 2009
	556
	Oct. 2010
	548

	Nov. 2008
	448
	Nov. 2009
	545
	Nov. 2010
	544

	Dec. 2008
	467
	Dec. 2009
	567
	Dec. 2010
	560

	Jan. 2009
	485
	Jan. 2010
	571
	Jan. 2011
	564

	Feb. 2009
	492
	Feb. 2010
	571
	Feb. 2011
	574

	Mar. 2009
	488
	Mar. 2010
	580
	Mar. 2011
	593

	April 2009
	521
	April 2010
	585
	April 2011
	577

	May 2009
	521
	May 2010
	578
	May 2011
	586

	June 2009
	509
	June 2010
	560
	June 2011
	577

	July 2009
	528
	July 2010
	534
	
	

	Aug. 2009
	533
	Aug. 2010
	538
	
	

	Sept. 2009
	544
	Sept. 2010
	532
	
	


Free & Reduced Lunch Data for Belknap County Schools:
  NEED UPDATED INFO
SCHOOL


       2008-2009

Alton




21.30%

Barnstead



21.70%

Gilford




14.50%

Gilmanton



22.50%

Inter-Lakes



25.10%

Laconia



43.50%

Newfound Area


30.60%

Prospect Mountain


16.90%

Shaker Regional


23.90%

Winnisquam Regional

21.70%

New Hampshire


20.90%
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� US Census Bureau 2005-2009 American Community Survey
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� New Hampshire Housing Finance Agency, “2008 Rent Survey.”
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